Synopsis
It is 1429 A.D., outside the castle of
Vaucouleurs where Captain Robert de
Baudricourt resides. He agrees to meet
with a young country girl known as Joan
of Arc, or The Maid, who has been
waiting outside his door for two days.
Joan says that God ordered him to give
her a horse, armor, and soldiers so she
can meet the Dauphin of France and recapture Orléans from English invaders.
She says that the voices of Saints Margaret and Catherine have been instructing
her, and Baudricourt grants her requests.
Joan goes to the court where the Dauphin, the future King of France, is more
concerned with his own wellbeing than
that of the kingdom. She instills in him
enough courage and patriotism that he
finally gives her control of his army.

Peter Cauchon, the Bishop of Beauvais,
arrives. He accuses Joan of heresy and
fears she will destroy the authority of the
Church. Warwick worries that she will
dismantle the feudal hierarchy of European society.
After more victories, Joan has Dauphin
crowned king and is anxious to drive the
English from Paris. The Dauphin, however, is content with what he has recaptured, Dunois is hesitant to start another
campaign, and the Archbishop thinks she
is proud and selfish. Joan decides to
stand alone in spite of the Archbishop’s
warning that neither the military, nor the
state, nor the Church will help her.

Joan is betrayed and captured by the
English army. After nine months of imprisonment, she stands trial for hereJoan goes to the Loire River near Orléans, sy. The accusers force Joan to admit that
where Dunois, commander of the French the voices were from Satan, not heaven.
forces, explains that the army must wait After being sentenced to a life of impristo attack until the wind changes. Joan is onment, Joan tears up her recantation.
determined to lead her forces immediShe is carried to the stake and burnt as a
ately; suddenly, the wind changes, and
witch. The Executioner announces that
Dunois pledges his allegiance to The
her heart will not burn.
Maid.
Twenty-five years later, a court clears her
Later at the English camp, the Earl of
of all charges and condemns her accusers
Warwick, Richard de Beauchamp, disof various crimes. The Dauphin, now
cusses the recent French victories with
King, dreams that Joan appears before
his chaplain, de Stogumber. They attrib- him and her old enemies. A man from
ute the heavy English losses to sorcery,
1920 reveals that Joan has been canonand maintain that Joan must be a witch. ized by the Church.
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